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North Berwick Board of Selectmen's Minutes: May 15, 2012 
 

NORTH BERWICK BOARD OF SELECTMEN MINUTES MAY 15, 2012 
 

 
Present: Chairman Hart, Selectman Galemmo, Selectman Danforth, Selectman Folsom and 
Selectman Drew. 
 
Also Present: Ed Clark, Richard Anderson, Nicolas Salata, Reggie Toussaint, Gail Toussaint, Julie 
Fernee, Claudy Boy and Dwayne Morin. 
 
Selectman Danforth arrived at 6:35 p.m.  
 
Selectman Hart opened the Board of Selectmen’s Meeting at 6:34 p.m. 
 
1. Pledge of Allegiance  
 
2. Public Hearing – 6:35 PM – PAYT Fee Increase 
 
Chairman Hart opened the Public Hearing at 6:35 p.m. 
 
Dwayne explained that twelve years ago the Town of North Berwick adopted a Pay As You Throw 
Program that pays for the disposal and transportation of the Town’s waste. 
 
The Town rubbish removal was taken it out of the taxation stream. The Town taxes do not pay for 
the disposal and or the transportation of rubbish that are disposed of at Town’s Transfer Station. 
 
When the Town started the PAYT Program it was anticipated that the Bag Fee that was established 
would last for five year. The PAYT was built to gain money the first two years, break even the third 
year, loose money the next two years and then start the plan process all over again. 
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The Town of North Berwick has sustained the Pay As You Throw Program for twelve years. 
 
Dwayne provided a visual of the cost and expenditures for the Pay As You Throw Program over the 
past twelve years and the need for the Town to increase the cost of trash bags. 
 
Dwayne discussed in great length the Pay As You Throw Program. 
 
Reggie Toussaint asked when the Town of North Berwick anticipates this bagging increase. 
 
Dwayne replied July 1st, 2012. 
 
Pay As You Throw Program fee increase: 
 
Large Trash Bag:                     Small Trash Bag: 
$1.50 to $2.00                          $1.00 to $1.50 
Chairman Hart closed the Public Hearing at 7:05 p.m. 
 
3. Review and Approve Minutes of May 15, 2012 
 
Selectman Galemmo moved to approve the minutes of May 15, 2012, Selectman Drew seconded a 
motion. Vote, 5-0 
 
4. Public Input: No Public Input 
 
5. Unfinished Business:  
 
A. Dangerous Building: Update on Dangerous Building 12 Elm Street 
 
Dwayne updated the Board of Selectmen on Dangerous Building 12 Elm Street.  
 
Dwayne met with Mr. Perkins on Monday, May 14, 2012 and discussed that the Board of Selectmen 
provided Mr. Perkins with a two weeks time frame for the accomplishment of the demolition work 
to make it safe and free from loose debris that will be this Friday. May 18, 2012. Mr. Perkins 
responded that he would not make the deadline 
 
Dwayne asked the Board of Selectmen that on Friday, May 18, 2012 and Mr. Perkins has not 
cleaned-up the dangerous building what do we do. 
 
Chairman Hart spoke: that the Town hires a company to clean-up the area. 
 
Selectman Folsom commented that this could go on all summer. 
 
Dwayne asked the Board of Selectmen that if the Town hires a company to clean-up the area. Do 
we salvage the three remaining units? 
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Chairman Hart spoke: that the Town should certainly step in. There is a safety issue and the longer 
it plays out and the more chance of someone getting hurt. If the three units are not structurally 
sound then they need to come down. 
 
Selectman Galemmo moved that if Mr. Perkins does not meet the May 18, 2012 clean-up deadline 
and that the Town executes the order as originally written and take everything down, Selectman 
Folsom seconded a motion. Vote, 3-2 
 
B. Hurd Library: Update on Proposed Expansion 
 
Dwayne discussed with the Board of Selectmen that he has met with the Library Trustees 
Committee on the proposed expansion of the Library. The Library Trustees committee focus of the 
expansion is to remove the overcrowded books from the original Library section to allow use of that 
space for reading, relaxation, and as an event space and to provide handicapped access to the entire 
building. 
 
The Libraries concern that the children’s room ceiling is evidence that the original library floor is 
overstressed by the book stacks and has added some urgency to the plans. 
 
The Library Trustee Committee will meet with Board of Selectmen in June to discuss the project. 
 
Reminders: Next Board of Selectmen's Meeting – June 5, 2012 - 6:30 p.m. Municipal building                      
 
6. New Business: 
 
A. Franchise Agreement: Discussion on Joining Wells and Ogunquit in Renegotiation 
 
Dwayne explained that he will be starting to negotiate the Franchise Agreement with Time Warner. 
 
Wells and Ogunquit want to know if North Berwick would like to share in the renegotiation. 
 
Wells and Ogunquit have hired attorney, Pat Scully who has negotiated our agreement in the past. 
The Town’s would share the legal fees associated with the renegotiations. 
 
Dwayne recommended that we join Wells and Ogunquit in the renegotiation with Time Warner. 
 
Selectman Galemmo moved that North Berwick join Wells and Ogunquit in the renegotiation 
Franchise Agreement, Selectman Folsom seconded a motion. Vote, 5-0 
 
B. Limited Franchise Agreement: Comcast Franchise for 264 Diamond Hill Road 
 
Dwayne explained that a resident at 246 Diamond Hill Road has been in contact with Time Warner 
to have a cable installed on the property. The property is so far from the Plant Company it would be 
very expensive to establish cable from Time Warner to the house. Comcast cable is not as far and 
Comcast has agreed to come in and service the property with cable. Nick Salata has been working 
with Time Warner and Comcast to provide cable to the property owner at 264 Diamond Hill Road. 
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Nick Salata is North Berwick’s Committee Member and a representative with the four Town’s that 
we have cable with. 
 
Comcast has agreed to service this residence with Limited Franchise Agreement. 
 
Selectman Galemmo moved to grant the Limited Franchise Agreement as proposed, Selectman 
Danforth seconded a motion. Vote, 5-0 
 
C. Borrowing: Discuss Road Bond and Fire Truck Financing Approved at Town Meeting 
 
Dwayne discussed with the Board of Selectmen that he has started the process of financing the 
Road Bond and the Fire Truck that was approved at Town Meeting.   
 
Further discussion on financing of the Road Bond and the Fire Truck will continue at the next 
Board of Selectmen’s Meeting on June 5, 2012. 
D. Parks and Rec: Commission Member Application – Denise Patterson 
 
Selectman Galemmo moved to accept the application, Selectman Folsom seconded a motion.  
Vote, 5-0 
 
E. Selectmen Schedule: Discuss Selectmen Meeting Schedule for Summer 2012 
 
Dwayne and the Board of Selectmen discussed Selectmen’s Meeting schedule for summer 2012. 
 
The Town Manager recommended to the Board of Selectmen the following meeting schedule 
changes for July 2012: 
 
July 3, 2012 moved to July 10, 2012 
July 17, 2012 moved to July 24, 2012 
 
The Board of Selectmen were in agreement. 
 
7. Other Business: 
 
8. Review and Approve Warrants and Correspondence:   
 
Warrant: May 8, 2012 - $12,325.62 
Warrant: May 15, 2012 - $418,871.62 
 
Selectman Danforth moved to accept the Warrants of May 8, 2012 for $12,325.62 and May 15, 
2012 for $418,871.62, Selectman Galemmo seconded a motion. Vote, 5-0  
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9. Adjournment:    
 
Selectman Galemmo moved to adjourn at 9:00 p.m., Selectman Drew seconded a motion.  
Vote, 5-0  
 
 
                                                          
Respectively Submitted:    
Anita Merrow, Stenographer  
 
 
 
Original to Town Clerk     
 
    
 
Chairman: Larry Hart 
 
 
Selectman: Charles Galemmo 
 
 
Selectman: Paul Danforth 
 
 
Selectman: Elaine Folsom 
 
 
Selectman: Gregg Drew 
 
 
 


